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contraceptives wili remove one of the most powerful deterrents' to
sexual immorality. The rejoinder, that the sort of morality which is
merely due to fear of consequences is hardly worth having, is not
convincing; for prevention of irregular relations, brought about by no-
matter what motives, is socially desirable.1 It may be readily admitted
that among those that are tempted, there are some who are prevented
from falling by the fear of detection or of producing an illegitimate
child. A large number of the cases of abortion in this country are,
however, prompted by the idea of concealing a crime, and the dissemi-
nation of the knowledge of contraceptives may to some extent lead to
their taking tlie place of abortion. However that may be, it would
be pertinent to ask in connexion with this discussion, what would
happen to civilization if society were to act consistently on the principle
of discarding everything that is liable to be misused by a section of
the people. While admitting the dangers attendant upon the spread
of information regarding contraceptives, it may be possible to reduce
the risk by the state taking steps against a promiscuous broadcasting
of such information and making it available only to those who have
morally and economically valid reasons for seeking it.
Indiscriminate propaganda in favour of birth-control methods ma\
conceivably result in an increase in sexual immorality. The question
at issue, however, is whether it is not worth while taking all the risks,
while attempting to minimize them by judicious state control of su'ch
propaganda, in order to avoid the more serious evil of over-population.
Another objection to birth-control by the use of contraceptives is.
based on the consideration that it is more likely to be practised by
':the more prosperous and intelligent sections of the population thai*
by the poorer who. while most in need of it, are, owing to their ven
poverty, the most reckless and improvident, and among whom, more-
over, wi/men occupy a lower status and have to pass through the ordeal
of child-bearing often against their will. The result of this is that
population increases at the wrong end of the social scale, and birth-
control will therefore lead to a progressive deterioration in the quality
of the people. This view does not necessarily imply that the pooi
man's children are likely to be inferior in respect of innate physical'
and mental endowment to those of the rich man. Their excessive
number, however, does make it difficult to rear them so as to bring-
out their best qualities. Apart from poverty and the 'consequent spirit
of recklessness, one of 'the reasons why the lower classes fail to profit
1 Cox argues rhar there is no ground for the fear that the knowledge of the means
to prevent -conception \vould necessarily increase prostitution or the number of irregu-
lar relationships. On the contrary, some of these irregular relationships are due
to the fact that many people are prevented from entering into the holy state of matri-
mony by the fear of unwanted children. The knowledge of methods of preventing
children would hasten marriages and to that extent reduce the evils of promiscuity,
Sec The Problem or P^itla^ov, pp. 1^4-8.